
Walter A. Dangel Born June 3, 1921. Radio Call WL7BUS (Novice) KL7BUS of 1324 Cannon
Island Dr., Sitka, Alaska. Wife Margaret, call sign KL7BYA and 4 children or more. Long time

residents of Sitka, Alaska and living on an Enchanted spot called Cannon Island.

My first recollection of Walt KL7BUS was on the 75 Meter A.M. phone band in 1959 while
stationed at Ketchikan Alaska Coast Guard Base. I was a new Coastie and it was a relief to come
over to the base amateur facility and fire up KL7CGH with my transmitter, a Viking Ranger which

I had shipped up from Seattle.
Walt came in almost nightly on
the S.E. Alaska chat frequency
of 3850 kc, the distances
spanned were quite extensive
for low power, about 180 miles
out to Sitka and at least 300
miles to Skagway-Haines &
220 miles to Juneau. 

Dangel used older equipment,
the Viking I and a NC183D
National receiver. I remember
like it was yesterday he
advised us a squirrel had taken
over the Viking I at one point
in the attic and filled it with

pine nuts, cones and brush. Mentioning it was quite rustic on the Island and full of tall pines. 

Walt was married and his wife Marge KL7BYA was also active on the air. I heard of several
instances when the rig was busy and one party would have to wait (smile). Walt was a member of
the Sitka Fire Department. He jokingly mentioned his family vehicle as “The Meat Wagon” a WWII
Army ambulance, complete with a white cross painted on the sides.  

It was a joy to get over to the base ham-shack and get away from the daily military stress which I
didn’t cope with very well. Eventually Walt and Marge were household names and it was enjoyable
to chat with them several times a week along with the S.E. Alaska gang which numbered about 8 to
10 persons including Prince Rupert, B.C. Canada. I had been stationed at Ketchikan for about a year
or so and looking forward to a vacation. I told Walt my plight and he suggested I come over to Sitka
and spend the vacation there, as they had a bunkhouse close by with plenty of beds. So the eventual
day arrived and this C.G. person packed up and got inside of a Grumman Goose boarded at Ellis Air
Lines and roared off out of Tongass Narrows, en route to Sitka via marvelous places along the way.
In he last presidential election, the term Highway to no where came into vogue, a local issue linking
Ketchikan with the proposed airport.

In the flight and piloting out of logging camps and fisheries, approximately 5 or 6 places, scenery
which was unmatchable, delivering mail and passengers - I remember the rain on the windshield of
the Grumman when we took off at Ketchikan. Continued on page two. 



My old friend Tom Acord (working for Ellis Air) secured a seat almost next to the pilot, what a joy.
Ellis in Ketchikan used a BC610 Army surplus rig at the base and HF out to the planes, 4 and 5 MHZ
was the frequency range and it worked very well, I can still hear the hum on the BC610 transmitter.
The logging camps were Toke, Kake, Klawock etc. Unusual names. I can still see the mountain
ridges we followed out to the Island of Sitka. Logging had swallowed a lot of land too, the barren
spots were easily viewed from the air. I imagine the trip was at least 4 hours long and was my second
flight experience. The high acceleration into the climb to get out of a narrow harbor was a thrill. 

This 17 going on 18 year old was amazed with flight  and
would never be the same upon arrival from vacation back to
Coast Guard  Base Ketchikan.  The Dangel’s were perfect
hosts and when I met them and the family, they had a project
in progress, a two or three seater out-house, almost completed.
Even the kids were pitching in with their help.  

Marge has gone now as time catches all of us, she was a
respected member of the community and I will miss her newsy
letter and home-made cards in the Holiday season. She was
ever so faithful.

Work in progress. W8SU ex W2RIE Below taking off Tongass
Narrows for Sitka vacation in the Ellis Air Lines Grumman
Goose.. With two forward engines, it was a noisy takeoff.
MF/Walt Dangel final.


