
Zane Grey 1872-1939 (KNT)  - Extrodinaire Western writer as a new literary genera, Grey produced
over 60 books during his career. He became one of the first millionaire authors and inspired many
Western writers who followed him. His wireless equipped schooner -KNT- “Fisherman” was seen
and heard all over the Pacific. 

Born Pearl Grey in Zanesville, Ohio, his father was a farmer and preacher and mother Quaker, of
Danish background.  Attending U of Penn., on a baseball scholarship, after graduating with a degree
in dentistry in 1896, Dr. Grey practiced in NYC until 1904. During these years he started to write.
Grey’s first book, Betty Zane, was turned down by several publishers. The colorful frontier story,
based on his ancestor’s journal, was privately printed in 1904. The book gained a critical success and
Grey continued his family story in The Spirit of the Border in 1905. 

Early on Grey made a sojourn into the West with Colonel C.J. (Buffalo) Jones, who told Grey tales
of adventure on the plains. The trip was a turning point in Grey’s career. He began writing Western
novels in the tradition of Owen Wister and produced the first, The Last of The Plainsmen, in 1908.
In his writing Grey was encouraged by his wife, (Dolly) Lina Elise Roth; they married in 1905. She
supported his aspirations to become a professional writer. 

Much of Grey’s knowledge of the west was based on research or trips in the regions he wrote about.
He interviewed authentic residents of the Wild West, in 1918 Grey moved to the West and resided
there for his remainder. He built a large Spanish style home in Altadena California and continued
to produce the basic 100K words each month.  At least one of Grey’s novels ranked in the top-ten
best sellers each year from 1917- 1924.

Hunting and fishing were Grey’s lifelong passion. He had a yacht with a trained wireless operator
that sailed the entire Pacific. When not writing, our subject fished the South seas, or hunted along
the Rogue River in Oregon, and spent time on Catalina Island. Some sources said, Grey fished up
to 300 days a year. Grey died in Altadena 23 Oct 1939, several of his novels have been published
posthumously, among others (The Reef Girl in 1977) Partially scripted by krijasto.sci.fi/zgrey -Card
from K8CX collection.
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