
The Firestone H.F. Radio Network was a extensive operation, here is the beginning. In 1926 the
Firestone Plantations Company acquired the right to lease up to one million acres of land - roughly
four percent of the entire country - for a period on ninety nine years.  Firestone Rubber developed
its own Telex company, the “Trans-Liberia Radiotelegraph Company.”  The operation was to utilize
a shortwave radio system from Akron Ohio USA to the rubber plantations in Liberia West Africa.

The radio Telex system
simpli f i ed  confirming
business dealings, payroll and
admin i s t r a t i v e  du t i e s
including personnel and
supplies. 

Harbel, Liberia was suitable for the Firestone machine and it was located a few minutes drive from
the Robertsfield Airport. Situated in a former mangrove swamp and jungle. Built in the 20s-30s
under Harvey Firestone, named after Harvey and wife Idabelle.

When Malaysia fell to the Japanese during WWII, the Firestone plantation in Liberia became a main
supplier of rubber for Allied Forces. In 1943 the company made 35 Million from its Liberia
operations. The domination of the Liberian economy by Firestone and other U.S. Companies was
so complete that in 1943 Liberia adopted the American dollar as its currency.

The Firestone rubber plantations in Liberia had a very large proportion of laborers and  providing
them with employment, though in very poor conditions. By the mid-1960's there were over 20
thousand workers at Harbel, over 100 thousand people in Harbel’s vicinity who are dependent on
the plantation. This would make the Firestone plantation the second largest population center in the
country, after Monrovia. Firestone ran two hospitals, (22) schools and the Coca-Cola bottling plant.

T h e  F i r e s t o n e  r a d i o
communications link is what
we’re after and there is precious
little information available in
2009. A restricted overview by
the Industrial College of the
Armed Forces dated 1952 stated;
“United States - Liberia Radio
Corporation is owned by the
Firestone Rubber Co. Akron
Ohio. It is organized primarily to
provide direct radio-telegraph
connections from the company’s
Akron plant to its rubber
plantation in Liberia. 

It operates one radiotelegraph circuit between Akron, Ohio and Harbel, Liberia. Most of the traffic
is handled for the Firestone Company.  The amount of commercial traffic handled on this circuit is
negligible.  Continued page two. 



The Speed-X Utility Guide dated 1977 reveals the following; Radio station WQA/WQB United
States Liberia Corp. Mr. Z.A. Zuehlke Engineer, 1200 Firestone Parkway, Akron, OH 44317

Operational FREQ: 7775 (WQA27) 10265 (WQB20) 13945 (WQB23) 15780 (WQB35) 15940
(WQB also listing two other 19 MHz channels.  There are reports of those who have viewed the field
of Rhombic antennas at the Akron plant at the parkway directed on Liberia! We are attempting to
learn more about this operation and seek anyone’s help. 

It was a tragic event to learn of the 1993 slaughter of over 600 civilians who were killed in an armed
attack at the Firestone plantation. Looking into the situation finds accusations of child labor and
working conditions inappropriate and were investigated.    EL9A K8CX Card - W8SU 2009


