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W3CUL – Mrs. Mary D. Burke, a licensed radio amateur since 1932, the first woman to win General Electric's coveted Edison Radio Amateur Award for Public Service. W3CUL won the fifth annual Edison Award for voluntarily handling an average of 3000 messages per month from her home station in Morton, PA, principally for servicemen overseas.  She is one of the nation's top "traffic" operators using Morse code almost exclusively. 

She prefers to be called "Mae" because in Morse code this nickname takes only half as much time to send as "Mary." Mae seldom handles messages on phone as she finds it “so time-consuming;" preferring a better than 30 Word-Per-Minute rate on CW. 

W3CUL has handled more than 312,000 radio messages since 1949, occasionally reaching a total of 10,000 messages in a single month. Her longest stretch of operating without missing a schedule was 1825 days - five years without taking a vacation or a single day off from her voluntary service. 

W3CUL also operates a key station in the civil defense emergency communications network. The station is equipped with a gasoline generator power supply for use in the event commercial power lines fail.
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Mae's husband, Alfred (“Al”), also is a radio amateur, licensed as W3VR. He courted her by Morse code for several years before they were married in 1942. Al is a devoted husband and extremely proud of her operating ability and the message service she provides. He cooks breakfast before going to his work as a maintenance supervisor of electrical equipment on oil tankers operated by the Sun Oil Company out of Marcus Hook, PA. Mae manages to prepare herself some lunch between mid-day radio schedules. At night Al returns from the docks and cooks supper while Mae continues to rap out messages relayed to her from far flung military outposts throughout the world. 

Al's "on-the-air" radio operating is limited nowadays by a busy work schedule and keeping the almost continually running $5,000.00 worth of radio transmitters and receivers in peak operating condition. 
The 1956 Edison Award judges who chose W3CUL as the "Ham of the Year" were: 

· W6ZH / K6EV - Herbert Hoover Jr., The Under Secretary, U.S. Department of State

· Rosel H. Hyde, Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission 

· E. Roland Harriman, Chairman, American National Red Cross

· W0TSN - Goodwin L. Dosland, President, American Radio Relay League (1952-1962)
W3CUL was presented the Edison Award trophy and a $500.00 check at a banquet in Washington, D.C., on February 28, 1957, at which Rear Admiral H. C. “Chester” Bruton, Chief of Naval Communications, was the principal speaker. 

Material gathered by KB4SAD (August 2012) from the following sources:
· GE Ham News September – October 1956 VOL. 11 – NO. 5

· GE Ham News March – April 1957 VOL. 12 – NO. 2

· http://archive.org/stream/HammondTimesVol.19No.5-1957/HammondTimesVol19No5-1957_djvu.txt
